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From the President

Dear Fellow Rosarians:

The winter season wasn't too bad up to New
Year's Day. Then Mother Nature started having a lot
more to say about the temperatures and, oh let’s say
everythingin general. In January weve had huge
temperature swings, with a fair number of days when
itdidrain. Therewas evenalittlelightning and
thunder onenight. In the middle of the month we had
someice, sed, and even some snow. All of this
moistureis greatly appreciated. Can we be so lucky
that it will continuein the right proportion throughout
theyear? We can only hope

Mary Bachman, a membe of our socigy, gavea
wonderful presentation at the January meeting about
how to manage our gardens with the continuing
drought. The focuswas on xeriscaping; a type of
landscaping that conserves water and protects the
environment. Thereis till time for gardeners and
rosarians to assess ther garden layout and their roses
to see how thistype of landscaping can be
implemented.

Bill Belknap is again coordinating the Shealy
products order with Jim Y oung. Orders can be picked
up befor e the February 5 meeting at 6:30 pm at the
Gwinnett Justice and Administration Center parking
lot. If you are unableto pick up your order, please
contact Bill beforethe meeting.  After picking up your
order, please join our members for refreshments and
fellowship, and seethe program on “Pruning the
English Way.”

Many members at the January meeting said they
wereinterested in ordering roses from Chamblee as
the drought continues. Bill Belknap has volunteered to
manage this project if thereis enoughinterest. So if
you were not at the meeting and are interested in
ordering Chambleeroses, please let Bill know. Visit
the Chamblee web site, www.chambl eeroses.com for
more information on the variety of rosesthey carry.

The committee is busy working on publicity and
speakers for Rose Day, which is Saturday, February
23, at Bogan Park in Buford. Thisisthesociety’s
annual program to reach out to the public and recruit
new members to GGRS, with seminars on essential

rosecare. Wewill also have hands-on
demonstrations, handouts, and a great raffle. If you
haveroses you are planning to get rid of, please
remember to bring these nice roses with you to donate
for theraffle. It'sagreat way to introduce new folks
to avariety of roses, and to make a little money for the
socidy. Let'sseeif wecan beat last year's attendance
record. So inviteyour friends, co-workers and

ne ghborsto join us on February 23 at Bogan Park for
afun-filled morning.

In January | attended the DSD Mid-Winter
Medingin Valdosta, GA. It was a great winter break
to hear excdlent speakers and to meet with other
rosariansand friends. This meeting is alwayswel
attended. Representing our society were myself,
Evdyn and Wallace Beggs, Susan Clingenpesl, Karen
and David Radde, Louise Stafford, Henry Everett and
Jessie Usleton.

The deadline for membership renewal for 2008 is
February 15. Any membe who has not renewed after
that date will no longer recavethe newsletter.

Continue making plans and preparations for
gardening in 2008. Seeyou at the February 5 meseting!

Linda Bohne, CR
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GGRS February Meeting

Tuesday, February 5th, 7:00pm
Gwinnett Justice & Administration Center
Conference Room C

Pruning the English way

For our February meeting wewill view two
DVDs, courtesy of Rosie Tripp. Thefirst oneis
"Pruning Shrub Roses' with David Stone. "If you've
ever wanted to grow the great shrub roses but
wondered how to kegp them under control then this
DVD isfor you". Thesecondis"Growing Roses"
with Peter Bedles. Mr. Bealesis oneof theworld's
foremost rose specidists. TheDVDisa
comprehensive guide to good rose growing. Wewon't
be ableto watch all of both, solet's focus on our
upcoming task—pruning roses.

Rose Day Update
Saturday, February 239, 9:00am - 1:00 pm
Bogan Park

Alsoin February isour annual Rose Day. Joinus
at Bogan Park on Satur day, February 23, 9amto
1pm,to learn and havefun at Rose Day 2008. Thisis
our society’s annual opportunity to educate the
gardening community and our members and to
contribute to Bogan Park, our host and co-sponsor.

Wewill start Rose Day with afocus on beginning
rose growing. WEell have presentations on Selecting
Roses Planting Roses, Feeding and Watering Roses,
Pests and Spraying Roses, and Pruning Roses.

Well pause with a short break for refreshments
and an opportunity to purchaseraffletickes. Karen
Radde will then give the main program, EarthKind
Roses These are low-maintenance drought-resi stant
rosestested in Texas.

At thistime, everyone will be askedto join
rosariansin the ‘Bogan Park Rose Garden’ to observe
planting, pruning, fertilizing, and mulching of the
roses. The Greater Gwinnett Rose Society sponsors
this garden, which began in 2003 with plantings of
some low-maintenance roses. After afew roses have
been tended to, rosarians will be asked to return to the
building for theraffle. Garden tool sharpening will be
available again thisyear for a small donation to the
SOciety.

Bring your neghbors, co-workers, and gardening

friends to enjoy this event. Therewill be hands-on
demonstrations, refreshments, literature, catalogs, and
awondeful raffle. Wethank Bogan Park for ther
continuing support.

Lawrencevills

From L awr enceville:

Take GA 20 past the Mall of Georgia. Turnright (North)
onto South Bogan Road. Cross Hamilton Mill Road.
Bogan Park is on North Bogan Road on your right about
Y. mile north of the Hamilton Mill Road intersection.
Rose Day will be heldin the main buildng, first Entrance
onyour right.

From Buford on 1-985:

Taketheexit for GA 20 and go towards Lawrenceville,
right (East). Just before the Toyota dealership, turn | eft
(North) onto South Bogan Road, and follow the
directions above.

Don Schwarz, CR

Dues Are Past Duel!!

Dues must be paid by February 15" to continue
receiving the newsletter and benefits of the society.
Dues are $15 for one person, or $20 for two or more
persons at the same address. Elevated dues levels
are always welcome.

If you have any questions about your
membership, please contact the GGRS Treasurer, Kim
Borland, 6705 Mountain Meadow Dr., Clermont, GA,
770-983-3609, kim.borland@yahoo.com.
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Datesto Remember

February 5—GGRS monthly meeting. Pruningthe
English Way.

Feb 23—GGRS Rose Day at Bogan Park, Buford,
GA. Remember to bring your unwanted
roses for theraffle.

M ar ch—No meeting due to Rose Day February 23rd

April :—GGRS monthly meeting

May 6—GGRS monthly meeting

May10—GARS Rose Show, Atlanta Botanical Garden

May 16-18—DSD Judges Schoadl, Bainbridge

May 17—SMRS Rose Show, Fayetteville

May 30-June 1—ARS Mini Convention & Rose
Show, Oklahoma City, OK

June 3—GGRS monthly meeting

June 26-30—ARS Spring Nat'| Convention & Rose
Show

February Hospitality

Evelyn Beggs will provide thismonth’s
refreshments. Remember, you need only bring the food.
Diane Snyder will provide drinks, ice, plates, cups, forks,
Spoons, €tc.

If you signed up for refreshmentsthisyear, look for
your name here each month as a reminder.

February In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

It's hard to believethat in a few weeks it will be
Raose Day and then time to do our annual pruning and
fertilizing. Thereis till time to complete our winter
tasks— preparing beds, planting dormant roses, and
planning the additions to the garden. All in preparation
for the burst of bloomsin the months ahead. Of
course, wewill haveto dday working the soil until it
warms up a bit so the ground is not frozen.

Plant: Oncethe weather warms up alittleand the
ground is not frozen we can plant dormant roses both
this month and next. Do not plant greenhouse roses or
thosethat have broken dormancy; wait until mid
March or even April. They could be seriously affected

by a cold snap and, unfortunately, thisyear might be
the year we get one Prepare any additional beds or
remove those roses you have decided are not to your
liking. If you can, pot them for Rose Day - February
23 at Bogan Park. A few tips when planting bare root
roses— let them soak in water the night before
planting. If you dig deep, always tamp the soil at the
bottom of the hole to hdp avoid the rose from settling
too much; then make a pyramid in the hole. Spread the
roots around the mound; fill the hole about 3 full with
soil lightly tamping as you go to hdp insurethe roots
arein good contact with the soil, then water deeply,
water again when therose is completely planted. The
watering also aids the settling of the soil.

Prune Pruning of dead and diseased canesis
aways appropriate, but major pruning is best left until
the end of this month or better next month for our
annual pruning. Don't forget that OGR's and one-time
bloomers should be pruned after they blossom. With
the cold weather we have had | recommend ddaying
pruning until at least the beginning of March with the
second or third week of March being even better.
February through March can be very hard on roses. If
it starts to warm up and we prunetoo early and then
get alate freeze, we could lose some of our roses.

Fertilize Wait until after you have done your
annual pruning. If you have not already done so, now
isagood time to get your soil tested. You can add lime
and or gypsum to the soil any time from now to until
yOu prune your roses.

Spray: It is not too late to apply Horticultural Oil
and/or Lime Sulfur to kill over wintering pests and
disease, respectivey. Application of Lime Sulfur is
especialy recommended if you had blackspot on your
roses.

Water: We sure have been lucky thiswinter.
Although we have a watering ban, we have had
adequate rainfall. Consider using rain barrels and
greywater to provide the extra water you will need for
planting.

M ulch: Unless we get some especialy low
temperatures, we can wait until after our annual
pruning to apply mulch to the roses. With the drought,
agoad organic mulch is highly recommended.
Shredded hardwoods work especially wdl. Ground
pine bark and compost provide a good first layer, as
they will beincorporated into the soil by the
earthworms.



