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From the President
Dear Fellow Rosarians:

It is hard to believe we are in March already!
There are welcome signs of spring, too - crocuses
are blooming, the smell of hyacinths and jonquils
is in the air, and leaf buds are swelling on the
trees. It is a wonderful time of year when it is
warm enough on most days to take a stroll
through your garden. For rosarians, March is
always a busy time for planting, pruning, and
getting the rose beds into shape after a long
winter. The rewards, however, are huge during
the growing season after the initial springtime
clean up and care.

Rose Day at Bogan
Park on February 23 was
a good opportunity for
everyone to get a
refresher course on the
basics. Due to watering
restrictions, the society
was not able to plant the
remaining two rose
bushes in the second rose Linda Bohne

garden. Hopefully the
project can be
completed next year.
Don Schwarz did a
wonderful job in
coordinating the event.
The day was a success
due to everyone’s
support. Remember, no

Don Schwarz March meeting.

Special thanks go to the following individuals
this month – to Bill Belknap for organizing and
distributing the Shealy and Chamblee orders, and
to Al Coleman, Bobbie Reed, and Karen Radde
for giving basic rose care programs at local
garden clubs.

Our April meeting will include our annual
non-rose plant swap. So dig up those plants that
have gotten just a little bit too plentiful and bring
them to the meeting to share with others. It is
always a pleasure to see someone go home with a
plant they want to grow in their garden.

While you are working in your gardens this
month, take some time to enjoy the beauty of the
season. Happy Spring!

Linda Bohne, CR

GGRS March Meeting Update
With Rose Day at Bogan Park just behind us, there
will be no March meeting this year. However, we
will return to the Gwinnett Justice and
Administration Center for our meeting on April 1.
Anna Davis will talk with us about gardening in
small places. Those of you who were lucky saw her
presentation at the Deep South District Fall
Convention and Rose Show. Many Gwinnett
members at the convention were working in the
rose show and gave up their opportunity to listen
to Anna. Some of us have had the opportunity to
see her jewel of a garden in person, or featured in
books such as Landscaping with Roses. She has
graciously agreed to repeat her program for us.

Don Schwarz, CR
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Dates to Remember
March 4—No meeting due to Rose Day February

23rd
April 1—GGRS monthly meeting, Gardening in

Small Spaces with Anna Davis
April 12—Rose Day at Pike’s Nurseries
May 6—GGRS monthly meeting
May10—GARS Rose Show, Atlanta Botanical Garden
May 16-18—DSD Judges School, Bainbridge
May 17—SMRS Rose Show, Fayetteville
May 30-June 1—ARS Mini Convention & Rose

Show, Oklahoma City, OK
June 3—GGRS monthly meeting
June 26-30—ARS Spring Nat’l Convention & Rose

Show
July 12—GGRS Annual Picnic at Kim Borland’s

March In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

While the drought is still with us, winter should be
leaving soon and time to start our gardening tasks -
Pruning, fertilizing, soil test and spraying though I
should start with the soil test.

Plant: Dormant roses and, once the warmer
weather returns towards the middle of the month,
greenhouse-grown roses and those that have broken
dormancy may be planted. If you need to there is still
plenty of time to transplant roses, but do it as soon as
you can, ideally before the warm weather arrives.
First, if it is a large rose, you will need to remove two-
thirds to three quarters of the growth on the shrub
depending on the size of the rose. This will make it
easier to plant and reduces the foliage, which the roots
will have to support. Smaller roses should still be
pruned, but probably only about a quarter. Dig a hole
at least three times the diameter of the pot or roots for
bare root roses. If your soil is not topsoil, make a
mixture of about 1/3 original soil, 1/3 sand and 1/3
compost or organic matter. Mix in about a 1/3 cup of
lime and about the same of gypsum if the original soil
is mostly clay. Mix in fertilizer, preferably an organic
fertilizer, but Osmocote or another complete fertilizer
will also work well. If you have it, mix in a handful of
triple phosphate with the soil, which will be next to the

roots. Make sure if you dig it below the depth of the
root ball to firm up the soil before planting. This will
help account for the soil re-compacting once the rose
is planted. Do the same as you fill in the hole. Once
the soil is about ¾ full, water the rose well. Then
complete filling the hole and water again. Finally,
apply 2-3 inches of organic mulch.

Prune: March is our annual pruning time except,
of course, for those OGR's and one-time bloomers,
which are not pruned until after blooming. How should
I prune my rose? Should I cut this cane? There are
very few absolutes to pruning just keep in mind your
overall goal for the shrub you are pruning. First,
remove all dead, diseased and crossing canes. Cut
back to all green wood - no dead in the middle of the
cut cane. Use bypass pruners when cutting live wood.
You will need access to the lower portion of the rose
to apply fertilizer, amendments and mulch so remove
the lower growing branches back to the source as you
do not want another cane to branch from the one you
are cutting. Open up the entire shrub for both light and
air by removing most canes growing in the middle of
the shrub, but don't remove them all. You now have a
good starting point. If you cannot water because of the
drought, I would recommend pruning out one third to
one half of the shrub; for a large shrub about chest
high. If you have already removed that much, you
should still remove small canes since they will not
support much more growth. When pruning, cut at an
angle about a quarter of an inch above a possible bud
or all the way back to the main cane. You want to
achieve a well-rounded shape. For climbing roses
remove the older canes to get the most blooms.

Fertilize: If you have not done so, it is a good
time to get your soil tested. Any of the necessary
amendments may be applied now or when you apply
the fertilizer after pruning. Generally, about a cup each
of lime and gypsum, if your soil is high in clay, is a
good rule of thumb for the average hybrid tea or large
rose. For a miniature, use about a third of that amount.
Ideally, remove the mulch from around the rose; a
small iron or adjustable rake works well. Next spread
and work the amendments and fertilizer into the top ½
to 1 inch of soil. A garden weasel works well for this
task and you can remain standing while doing it. After
applying the amendments and fertilizer, if possible,
water them well into the soil about 3-5 gallons for a
large rose and 1-2 gallons for a small rose.

Spray: While the weather remains cool it is not
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too late to apply Horticultural Oil and/or Lime Sulfur
to kill over-wintering pests and diseases, respectively.
Application of Lime Sulfur is especially recommended
if you had blackspot on your roses last year. After
pruning if you have any foliage, it is also time to start
spraying the roses for fungal diseases. A combination
of a contact spray such as Daconil or Mancozeb plus a
systemic such as triflorene, Cleary's or Banner Maxx
work very well. Dress appropriately and follow the
manufacturer's directions. A hat, goggles or glasses,
respirator, long sleeve shirt and long pants are always
recommended to help prevent spray from getting on
your skin. After spraying remove your clothing.
Spraying in the morning is generally best as there is
plenty of time for the spray to dry and it is generally
not as windy.

Water: Unfortunately, watering will mostly
depend on the watering rules for your county or water
supply agency. If possible, providing adequate
moisture now will allow your rose to get off to a good
start. Give about an inch of water or about 3-5 gallons
for a typical rose and about one third that amount for
miniature roses.

Mulch: With drought conditions using a good
organic mulch is probably our best way to help our
shrubs and trees cope with the lack of water. Not only
will the mulch help to prevent evaporation, but also
provide humus, which allows the soil to both absorb
and retain moisture much longer. Apply an inch or two
of compost and then 2-3 inches of a good organic
mulch.

Welcome New Members
A special welcome to our new members Annette
Nesler of Atlanta and Mark Warner of Cumming.
We are very pleased to have both of you as a part of
our dynamic society. We look forward to seeing you
at the meetings and hope your association with GGRS
helps you grow in knowledge and enjoyment of your
roses. Please feel free to ask us any questions you
may have about growing your roses.

A note to new members: Please pick up a copy of the
Greater Gwinnett Rose Society – The Basics of Rose
Culture For Our New Members manual from Linda Bohne at
your next meeting as we will not be mailing them.
This manual is packed with information on growing roses
especially in the South with our clay soil and humid weather.

The Earliest Blooms of Spring
By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

April showers bring May flowers, they say. But
aren't you more eager than that for the first roses of
spring? What, you say, it's early March, we're just
now pruning, we won't see roses for months! Want to
bet? Most years, there will be roses in March, or at
least by early April, blooming right along with the
bulbs, spring ephemerals, and azaleas.

How does that happen? Often the earliest
bloomers tend to be species roses, which are
programmed genetically to bloom early. The
Cherokee Rose (R. laevigata) and Yellow Lady Banks
Rose (R. banksiae lutea) are regular early visitors to
Gwinnett gardens. Well, to be honest, our garden
contains the only Cherokee Rose that refuses to bloom,
but there's one at Knight Elementary that we often see
blooming in mid-March, if the groundskeepers haven't
gotten too carried away with chainsaw massacres. I've
recorded first blooms on our Lady Banks between
March 21 and April 8, depending on that year's
weather.

Another regular March bloomer
is Old Blush. This antique China
rose either blooms for me in March,
or has buds on it that I cut off while
pruning. In recent years it's been
near the beginning of my pruning
schedule, so it often loses those first ‘Old Blush’

buds. But Diane Snyder reports that it is always the
first to bloom in her yard, and then continues to bloom
prolifically for the rest of the season. I've found buds
on Old Blush as early as February 26, and I've found
open blooms by mid-March – well before the azaleas
reach their peak bloom!

This is where microclimates come into play. We
live in a nice warm pocket near Five Forks, where it's
often just enough warmer to promote early growth. If
I don't cut off those early buds, my bushes will bloom
a week earlier than Diane's, although she's only five
miles away. Some pockets of my yard are warmer
than others, some roses are in pots and can warm up
more quickly, some get more sun, some are more
protected from wind. So in any given year, the first
blooms can vary widely.

Among the earliest bloomers have also been
Isabella Sprunt, Papa Gontier, Safrano, Francis
Dubreuil, and Homère, all old Tea roses in pots in our


