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From the President
Dear Fellow Rosarians:

A huge thanks to everyone who participated in
Rose Day. It was the best attended and most
successful of the gatherings since I have been
attending. We gained four new memberships,
which added seven new members total. We
welcome our newest members and hope to see

them at our April
meeting. We had a very
successful raffle and
pruner sharpening,
which raised over $150
for our treasury. I
appreciate everyone
who bought tickets and
brought roses to donate.
Special thanks to

Sharon Phillips for being our featured speaker and
to Bobbie Reed who was called upon at the last
minute to add fertilization and spraying to her talk
on rooting rose cuttings. I feel our turnout was
increased due to Rani Von Wurttemburg’s efforts
at publicity. Our society is lucky to have Linda
Bohne to organize this annual event. Thanks
again for everyone giving their time and efforts.

We were also able to prune and feed the roses
at Bogan Park during Rose Day. The plants are
thriving. Bill Belknap is continuing to pursue the
donation of a sign from Gwinnett County Parks
and Recreation, which would recognize GGRS for
our care of the garden. Our rose order from
Chamblee’s Roses, which Bill Belknap organized,
has been delivered.

I unfortunately will not be at the April
meeting but I leave it under the excellent
leadership of Linda Bohne. The major business
discussion will be the proposal to co-host the
2010 Fall National Rose Show in Atlanta along
with Greater Atlanta Rose Society, Northeast
Georgia Rose Society and South Metro Rose

Society. I have included the minutes from the
initial planning meeting that was held in February
between all the presidents of the previously
mentioned rose societies, as well as an example of
the breakdown of how profits from the convention
would be divided. I have asked Bobbie Reed,
who will be the convention chair, to take a few
minutes at the meeting to cover the proposal and
answer any questions the membership might have
prior to our vote to participate. I ask you to
thoughtfully consider GGRS’s involvement in this
event. Yes, it will be a lot of work but it is a
wonderful opportunity to welcome rosarians from
all across the United States and share the joy of
the rose.

Finally I hope everyone’s roses are fed,
pruned and sprayed. It is essential that you be
diligent in your spray program early in the season.
This gets you in a good routine and keeps the
fungal disease at bay. It is so much easier to
prevent disease than treat it once an outbreak
occurs. Spring is the most glorious time of the
year. Don’t work too hard. Take a few minutes
to enjoy your garden.

Susan Clingenpeel, CR

April Meeting Update
Tuesday, April 4th , 7:00 pm

Gwinnett Justice & Administration Center
Conference Room A

Taming the Temperamental Rose
American gardeners have had a fascination

with roses for years with their rich history and
beautiful fragrance. There are over 6,000
varieties of roses, offering a wide range of
fragrance, form, and color, enough to excite any
garden enthusiast. Unfortunately, roses hold a bad
reputation for requiring a lot of care. This
frightens many from the “daunting task” of
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enjoying a rose garden. Most rose experts say
that roses don’t grow well in average garden soil,
need to be sprayed on a regular basis for bugs and
diseases, and also require a blood letting in the
fall when you prune them. It is no wonder many
people feel roses are not worth the effort.
However, roses haven’t always been so
temperamental. Old roses can be found growing
around abandoned homes, graveyards, and along
ditch banks with wild abandon and absolutely no
care. Obviously not all roses are as needy as we
have come to believe. With only basic care, and
preparation, even those without a green thumb can
grow roses.

It is with great pleasure to have Robin Ross
return as our guest speaker for the April meeting.
Some members may recall she spoke to us a year
ago about MESSENGER. She is the Field
Development Scientist with EDEN Bioscience
and has worked for EDEN for the past 6 years.
She graduated from Mars Hill College in
Asheville, NC and has a BS degree in Biology
and an MS in Plant Pathology from Clemson. She
studied how to induce a plant's natural defenses
against diseases. She lives outside of Charlotte
with her husband and four children, three horses,
three cats and one dog. So come join us for
fellowship and refreshments. Rosarians can never
learn enough about caring for their roses. There
were individuals who joined our society when
they attended Rose Day at Bogan Park. So if you
see a new face at the meeting, introduce yourself
and make them feel welcome. See you at the
meeting.

April Hospitality
Diane Snyder, our Hospitality Coordinator,

will provide this month’s refreshments.
Diane will be passing around a Refreshments

Sign-up Sheet at the April meeting for the
balance of 2006. Please consider sharing your
delectables with us for one month this year.

Dates to Remember
April 4 – GGRS monthly meeting, Robin Ross

from Eden Bioscience (Messenger)—
Taming the Temperamental Rose

May 2 — GGRS monthly meeting, Oline Reynolds,
DSD Director—Old Garden Roses

May 6 – Rose Day at Pike Family Nurseries

May 13-14 – GARS Rose Show, Atlanta Botanical
Garden

May 20 – South Metro Rose Show, Fayetteville

June 6 — GGRS monthly meeting, Ed Griffith with
International Rose Trial Judges Mike and
Gerta Roberts of England – How International
Rose Trials are Conducted

July –Greater Gwinnett Rose Society Picnic

August 1– GGRS monthly meeting, Cindy Dale from
SMRS--How to Prepare for a Rose Show

September 5– GGRS monthly meeting, My Favorite
Rose

October 3– GGRS monthly meeting

November 7– GGRS monthly meeting

December– GGRS Christmas Party

Welcome New Members
A special welcome to our new members who

joined at last month’s Rose Day:
Ali and Martha Anne Ansari, John and Susan

Brewster, Brian McLaren and Tom and Marilee
Williamson.

We would also like to acknowledge our new
members who joined in January and February:

Julie Morris, Susan Blanchard, wife of Tom
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Blanchard, Ivy Butler, husband of Eloise Butler,
David Radde, husband of Karen Radde and Jesse
Usleton, partner of Henry Everett.

Welcome back Gwen Hirsch and Martin
Kallins. We have missed you.

We are very pleased to have all of you as a
part of our dynamic society. We look forward to
seeing you at the meetings and hope your
association with GGRS helps you grow in
knowledge and enjoyment of your roses. Please
feel free to ask us any questions you may have
about growing your roses.

April In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

Every day now I'm thinking the warm days of
Spring will be here, but everyday I'm
disappointed. After all those warm winter days
Spring seems to be delayed although many of the
plants don't think so. The forsythia blooms have
come and gone. The warm days will be here soon
though and our rose tasks must be started to
prepare for spring blooming and rose shows.

Planting: We can still plant bare root roses,
but do so with care once the warm days of spring
are here. Container grown roses may be planted
any time this month. When planting your rose,
mix in plenty of organic matter such as Nature's
helper, humus or mushroom compost. If your soil
contains a lot of clay, add gypsum too, about a
cup for hybrid teas. Builder's sand (it is much
courser than play sand) should also be used to
improve soil composition if it is high in clay. You
can also add a little organic fertilizer in the soil
being put back around the roots. Triple phosphate
or bone meal is also beneficial for the roots. [Apply
in bottom of hole. ED] Once you have put back about
two thirds of the soil, water your rose well. This
will help settle the soil around the roots. After the
water has settled add the remaining soil. For
grafted roses leave about an inch to an inch and a
half from the graft union to the top of the soil.
Add mulch at least to 2-3 inches, but not around

the canes as this promotes disease. Water your
rose again to complete the planting.

One note – Do not be afraid to pack the soil
when planting. This will help the soil to be in
good contact with the roots. However, do not pack
too hard as the roots also need air. Believe it or
not, 50% of soil composition is air.

Prune: Hopefully, you were able to complete
your annual pruning tasks in March, but if not, it
is fine to complete the task in early April.
Although a once-blooming old garden rose (OGR)
should not be pruned until after blooming,
diseased and dying canes can be pruned any time.

Spray: If you have roses that are susceptible
to disease, and you have not done so, it is time to
start spraying your roses for diseases – blackspot
and powdery mildew. Follow the manufacturer's
directions. You may also wish to use a
combination spray for both systemic and contact
applications at the same time. You need to use a
regular spray program to insure your roses stay
healthy.

From our experience in pruning the roses at
Bogan Park, also look out for
aphids. They are quite small about
a 1/16 of an inch. You'll generally
find them near or on the bud or top
of the cane. Simply use a
strong spray of water to knock
them off. You may use an
insecticide such as Insecticidal
soap, Pyrethrin or Neem

Aphids on rosebud…Photo ARS Website

Oil to kill them if you wish. [Save the chemicals and
beneficial insects and spray aphids as a last resort. It can be quite
therapeutic squishing these guys by hand –bare or gloved! ED]
As your buds appear, start looking for thrips
especially on your light colored roses. They are
also quite small and you will find them crawling
around in the depths of a bloom. If you have
them, the flower will turn brown, starting with the
outer edges of the petals. Although you will
probably only see them in the bloom, you should
spray the entire shrub. Insecticidal soap and
Orthene are both effective against thrips. Please
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always follow the manufacturer's instructions and
protect yourself by using a respirator, gloves and a
long sleeve shirt and long pants. Wash
immediately after spraying.

Fertilize: Don't forget to apply your dry
fertilizer after pruning. Once the buds start
forming or even before, you can apply liquid
fertilizers such as alfalfa tea and manure tea.
There are also many liquid fertilizers, which are
excellent for roses such as fish emulsion,
seaweed, Response and Mills Easy Feed. These
may also be added to the alfalfa tea to enhance the
effectiveness of the tea. .

Mulch: Make sure your roses have plenty of
organic mulch such as shredded bark from red
oak. If your soil has become hard packed, use a
good layer of composted manure. This will
significantly improve the soil. I would do this at
least twice during the season to help restore the
soil. If you have used a layer of compost, put
down a layer of organic mulch. The total should
be at least 2inches and should not exceed 3
inches. Do not put mulch on the canes or cover
the graft union.

Water: After planting, water your roses well
and make sure they get a good supply of moisture,
about an inch per week. This is about 3-5 gallons
for the average mature rose. Once pruned the rose
will need the moisture to start growing. Also, be
sure to water recently planted roses more often.
Provide more than an inch per week since they do
not have the root structure of a mature rose.

Alfalfa Tea
By Howard Walters

Taken from the American Rose Society Website

Alfalfa tea is a great spring or fall potion that
doesn't interfere with normal seasonal processes.
Alfalfa tea releases a growth hormone that makes
everything work better. Just add 10 to 12 cups of
alfalfa meal or pellets to a 32-gallon plastic
garbage can (with a lid), add water, stir and steep
for four or five days, stirring occasionally. You
may also "fortify" with 2 cups of Epsom salts, 1/2

cup of SequestreneÂ® (chelated iron, now called
Sprint 330) or your favorite trace element elixir.

The tea will start to smell in about three days.
Keep the lid ON. Use about a gallon of mix on
large rose bushes, 1/3 that much on mini's. And
keep the water going.

When you get to the bottom of the barrel, add
water to fill it up again! One load of meal or
pellets will brew up two barrels full, but add more
fortifiers for the second barrel.

You'll see greener growth and stronger stems
within a week.

Too Much of a Good Thing?
Do you have too many daylilies? Are your

black-eyed Susans taking over the perennial bed?
Did your irises multiply like rabbits? Dig them up
and bring them to the April and /or May GGRS
meetings. We can share or raffle them to those
present.

Remember, one person’s junk is another
person’s treasure! So bring your non-rose plants
and share the bounty of your green thumb. We all
know rosarians grow more than just roses in our
yards. That is, don’t we?

Great Roses
Species Roses In Georgia

By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

As we look out into our gardens in early
spring, we long to find the first rose blooming.
Often, that first rose is a species rose. Fossil
records of roses go back forty million years or
more, depicting the wild roses from which all
modern roses are descended. Although counts
vary, there are around 150 species of roses, which
usually have 4-8 petals, are self-fertile, and come
in varying sizes and growth habits. Species are
roses the way God made them, before gardeners


