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From the President

Dear Fellow Rosarians

| hope everyoneis having agreat spring. The
weather has been hot and my roses are ahead in
their growth. Itisimportant that we continue to
water since thereis reduced rainfall so far this
spring. We must also keep up with spraying on a
regular basis as well as maintaining a consistent
fertilization program. When you are rewarded
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outstanding bloom,
please consider
exhibiting in one of the
local shows. The
Greater Atlanta Rose
Society (contact Linda
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13" at the Atlanta Botanical Gardens, and the
South Metro Rose Society (contact Tommie
Adams, 770-478-7909) will have its show the
following Saturday, May 20th in Fayetteville.
Both societies will have classes for exhibitors who
have never won ablue ribbon. Exhibiting makes
everyone a better rosarian because roses must be
healthy and well cared for in order to produce
superior exhibition blooms. Shows also provide a
wonderful opportunity to see new varieties and
different classes of roses. Please help support
these events.

| was so pleased that our society members
voted to co-host the Fall National Show in 2010.
We will have someinitial planning meetings once
the National Committee accepts our bid. The bid
will be made at the Spring National convention in
Junein Sesttle.

May 6" is Pike's Rose Day. We have
received a portion of the proceeds of volunteering
for this event from GARS. If you have signed up,
please honor your commitment at your store. We

will have informational material for distribution at
Pikes at the May meeting. This event can serve as
agreat opportunity to find new members who are
interested in roses.

Specia thanksto al members who brought
roses and other garden plants for raffle at the
April meeting. We had awonderful selection and
sold many tickets. We will have an additional
raffle at the May meeting. So please bring any
plants that need to find a good home with our
membership.

Our speaker for May is Mrs. Oline Reynolds,
our current Deep South District Director. | hope
we can have an outstanding turnout for her
program. Remember that our June meeting will
feature renowned international rose judges Mike
and Gerta Roberts from England as well as ARS
Vice-Presidential candidate Ed Griffith, who is
hosting the Roberts while they areinthe U.S. We
are inviting members of other local societiesto
share in thisinformative program. Please
consider inviting afriend, asthiswill be aunique
and special event.

Susan Clingenpeel, CR

May Meeting Update

Tuesday, May 2nd, 7:00 pm
Gwinnett Justice & Administration Center
Conference Room A

Oline Reynolds, DSD Director,
Old Garden Roses

It isagreat honor to have as our guest speaker
for the May meeting, Oline Reynolds, Director for
the American Rose Society’ s Deep South District.
Oline will be talking about the importance of the
American Rose Society and the Deep South
District and how they are organized to serve
rosariansin Alabama, Georgiaand Florida.

Thisis also an election year for the American
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Rose Society and the Deep South District. Oline
is seeking another term for the DSD director
position. During the meeting she will tell her
vision for the Deep South District and what her
accomplishments have been. Rob Russell, whois
challenging her for the position, told his vision for
the District at the February meeting.

Pictures of old garden roses will also be
shown from her beautiful garden in Bainbridge,
GA. Please attend this meeting to show our
district leader a group of positive, active and
energetic rosarians that participate in our society.

Dates to Remember

May 2 - GGRS monthly meeting, Oline
Reynolds, DSD Director —Old Garden
Roses

May 6 — Rose Day at Pike Family Nurseries

May 13-14— GARS Rose Show, Atlanta Botanical
Garden

May 20 — South Metro Rose Show, Fayetteville

June 6 — GGRS monthly meeting, Ed Griffith with
International Rose Trial Judges Mike and
Gerta Roberts of England —How International
Rose Trials are Conducted

July 16 — Greater Gwinnett Rose Society Picnic at
Peter van Norde' s home 4:00pm

August 1— GGRS monthly meeting, Cindy Dale from
SMRS--How to Prepare for a Rose Show

September 5 — GGRS monthly meeting, My Favorite
Rose

October 3— GGRS monthly meeting
November 7— GGRS monthly meeting

December — GGRS Christmas Party — date and
location to be announced

May Hospitality

Thank you to everyone who signed up to
provide refreshments for the remainder of 2006.
Remember, you need only bring the food. Diane
Shyder will provide drinks, ice, plates, cups,
forks, spoons, etc.

Karen Radde and L ucila Telado will be
sharing their delectables with us for the May
meeting.

L ook for your name here each month as a
reminder for refreshments.

Welcome New Members

A special welcome to our new members who
joined last month; Karen Eddy and Mary Lu Odom.

We are very pleased to have both of you asa
part of our dynamic society. We look forward to
seeing you at the meetings and hope your
association with GGRS helps you grow in
knowledge and enjoyment of your roses. Please
feel freeto ask us any questions you may have
about growing your roses.

A special note to new members: Please pick
up a copy of the Greater Gwinnett Rose Society —
The Basics of Rose Culture For Our New Members
manual from Linda Bohne at your next meeting as
we will not be mailing them.

This manual is packed with information on
growing roses especially in the South with our
clay soil and humid weather.

May In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

Spring has definitely arrived — Lady Banks
and Cherokee Rose are or will shortly be
blooming and our other roses are also either
starting their spring bloom or soon will be. It's
also time for Rose Shows and for the bugs and
diseases to thwart our efforts.



May 2006

Planting: We can still plant container roses.
Bare root roses must be planted with great care
and plenty of water. When planting your rose, mix
in plenty of organic matter such as Nature's
Helper, humus or mushroom compost. If your soil
contains alot of clay, add gypsum too, about a
cup for hybrid teas. Builder’ s sand (it is much
courser than play sand) should also be used to
improve soil composition if itishighin clay. You
can also add alittle organic fertilizer or afertilizer
high in phosphate to promote root growth around
the roots. Once you have put back about two
thirds of the soil, water your rose well. Thiswill
also help settle the soil around the roots. After the
water has settled, add the remaining soil. For
grafted roses leave about an inch to aninch and a
half from the graft union to the top of the soil.
Add 2-3inches of mulch, but not around the
canes as this promotes disease. Water your rose
again to complete the planting.

Note— Do not be afraid to pack the soil when
planting. Thiswill help the soil to bein good
contact with the roots. However, do not pack too
hard as the roots also need air. Remember, 50% of
soil compositionisair.

Prune Asaways, remove dead and diseased
canes. For hybrid teas you can also nip side buds
to promote a single stemmed bloom. After
flowering don't forget to deadhead your hybrid
teas etc. Note that Earthkind roses such as Knock
Out do not need deadheading.

Spray: Most hybrid teas and other roses will
require spraying with afungicide on aregular
basis. Other roses such as Earthkind roses need
not be sprayed for fungal diseases, but we need to
keep an eye out for the rose pests such as thrips
and aphids. For aphids, good forceful sprays of
water works well or squish them. Insecticidal soap
and Orthene also work well. For fungicides,
consider applying two different fungicides—one a
systemic such as Ortho's Disease Control
(Triforine), Banner-Maxx or Bayer's Disease
Control (Tebuconazole) and a contact spray such

as Manzate. Manzate will kill blackspot on
contact. | used Bayer'sproduct last year with at
least equal and probably better results than with
Triforine, but | was also more diligent. If you
have alot of blackspot, consider spraying every
three daysfor atotal of three treatmentsto get it
under contrd; then return to your regular
preventative program. As always, be sure to wear
the proper clothing, a mask, goggles and gloves.
Wash thoroughly when you are finished.

Fertilize With the dry fertilizer applied after
pruning, consider using atea such asmanure or
afafaevery two weeks. Many other liquid
fertilizers and boosters may also be used. There
are also many liquid fertilizers that are excellent
for roses such as fish emulsion, seaweed,
Response and Mills Easy Feed. These may also be
added to the alfalfa tea to enhance the
effectiveness of the tea. These give the rose
additional nutrients needed for the growth and
blooms of May and June. Roses require |ots of
nutrients and water in the spring to support their
rapid growth and blooms.

Mulch: Make sure your roses have plenty of
organic mulch such as shredded bark, from red
oak. If your soil has become hard packed, use a
good layer of composted manure. This will
significantly improve the soil. | would do this at
least twice during the season to help restore the
soil., Put down alayer of organic mulch over the
layer of compost, if used. The total should be at
least 2 to 3 inches. Do not put mulch on the canes
or cover the graft union. Mulch has many
advantages, including reducing the amount of
water and weeds.

Water: Aswith fertilizer thisis the time of
year our roses need plenty of moisture for al the
new growth and blooms. Roses need about an
inch of water per week. Thisis about 3-5 gallons
for the average mature rose. Also, be sureto
water recently planted roses more often and
provide more than an inch per week since they do
not have the root structure of a mature rose.



