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From the President

Dear Fellow Rosarians:

The April rains have been a blessing to our roses
and to other forms of plant life Asyou read the
newsldter, | hopethe buds on your bushes will bloom
intimefor you to exhibit in the Greater Atlanta Rose
Show at the Atlanta Botanical Gardens on Saturday,
May 10. There are many classes, induding onefor
novice exhibitors who have never won a blue ribbon.
Therewill be many friendly, experienced exhibitors at
the show to hdp novices with ther entries. If you are
unableto exhibit, please come to the show to show
your support. It isagreat opportunity to see new
varieties and different classes of roses. Therewill be
wonderful arrangements to seealso. For more
information, contact Chris Woods at 770-309-6302, or
cewoods@us.ibm.com. The show scheduleis
available on-line at www.atlantarose.org.

Pike's Rose Day was on April 12". Volunteers
from our society induded Al & Sara Coleman, Eloise
Butler, Henry Everett, Bobbie Reed, Don Schwarz,
RosieTripp, and Jesse Uslgon. Thank you for your
support.

Rosie Tripp did a great job in getting the word out
about our April program. The meeting was wdl
attended to hear Anna Davis give her presentation on
“Gardeningin Small Spaces.” It was amazing to see
the gardens she and her husband, Vern, have created
on a quarter of an acre piece of land, which indudes
the house

Therewere a large variety of garden plantsfor the
plant swap raffle. Thanksto everyonewho brought
plants to share with our membeship. Therafflewasa
big success. Therewill be another at the May meeting
so bring any plants that need to find a good home.

The Northeast Georgia Society will betaking a
trip to Roses Unlimited in Laurens, SC, on Saturday,
May 3, to view the greenhouses, the display gardens,
and Pat Henry’ s private garden. Roses will be
availablefor purchase. Carpoolingisavailable A
headcount is needed so Roses Unlimited knows how
many peopleto anticipate. Please contact Karen
Radde at 706-548-3372 or by email
knradde@hughes.net or Julie Morris at 706-769-8269

or by email jmorrisl@att.net to have your name added
to thelist and to find out the carpool details.

The month of May starts another phase of a
rosarian’slife  Along withthe April rains, there are
more problems with blackspot and other diseases, too.
Please be diligent with your spray program. Butitis
aso atime to have fun attending the many local rose
shows and national conventions. Please check the
“Dates to Remember” section in the newsl eter for
information on these evertts. Alsodon't forget it's
timeto start taking pictures of rosesto enter in this
year's DSD Photo Contest.

Seeyou at the May meeting.

Linda Bohne, CR
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May Hospitality

Adolf and Rani von Wurttember g will provide
this month’ srefreshments  Remember, you need only
bring thefood. Diane Snyder will provide drinks, ice,
plates, cups, forks, spoons, etc.

If you signed up for refreshments this year, look
for your name here each month as a reminder.
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Datesto Remember

May 6—Grafting Roses with Bobby Burns
May10—GARS Rose Show, Atlanta Botanical Garden
May 16-18—DSD Judges Schodl, Bainbridge
May 17—SMRS Rose Show, Fayetteville
May 30-June 1—ARS Mini Convention & Rose
Show, Oklahoma City, OK
June 3—GGRS monthly meeting
June 26-30—ARS Spring Nat'| Convention & Rose
Show

July 12—GGRS Annual Picnic at Kim Borland’s

August 5—GGRS monthly meeting

September 2—GGRS monthly meeting

October 4-5—GGRS/NGRS Rose Show, Buford,
GA

Octobe 10-12—DSD Convention & Rose Show,
Birmingham, AL

November 4—GGRS monthly meeting

December 14—GGRS Christmas/Holiday Party,
TBA

GGRS May Mesting

Tuesday, May 6", 7:00pm
Gwinnett Justice & Administration Center
Conference Room C

Grafting Roses

Join usto hear Bobby Burns speak about
"Grafting Roses’. Bobby isa member of the
South Metro Rose Society and isa Consulting
Rosarian. He has a fabulous collection of unusual
roses, which he grows at his mother'shomein
Griffin. Bobby has been arose hybridizer for ten
years and has been grafting roses for almost as
long. In his spare time, he teaches English at
Georgia State, where heisworking on his
doctorate. Come to the meeting to learn about
grafting roses. Bring (or ask someone to bring)
along somerose you would like to graft. Let's
make this a workshop!

Don Schwarz, CR

May In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

| hope your roses did not suffer much damage
from the freezes and strong winds we had in
April. 1 know in some areas and for some plants,
especially hydrangess, the freezing weather was
especially bad. The most important thing to do is
to water to allow the plant to replenishthe lost
moisture from the cold and winds. | am waiting a
bit before removing damaged growth. However, if
it isobviously dead, you should prune it to allow
the rose to recover more quickly. Oddly enough
the roses we planted at Bogan Park are doing
well. Wewill start to see blooms this month and,
of course, in May.

Plant: You can still plant in April, but you will
have better luck with container grown roses. You
can still plant bare-root roses, but be careful and
be sure and provide adequate moisture for the first
few months as the roses will not be able to
establish agood root system intime for summer
weather.

Prune It isalways appropriate to deadhead any
early blooms and to remove dead, diseased and
crossing canes. It isbest to remove diseased canes
as soon as possible to help prevent it from
spreading. Also remove new (or old) weak,
broken, spindly and crossing canesto keep your
rose at their best. Note that it isreally too lateto
do major structural pruning, but do remove weak
new canesor canes dead from the previous
freezing weather.

Fertilize Continueto fertilize your roses with
liquid fertilizers about every two weeks. Apply
your dry fertilizerson aregular program also
every 6 to 8 weeks. Liquid fertilizersprovide a
needed boost and help maintain the blooms and
foliage at their best. Alfalfaand Manure Teas,
Fish Emulsion, Liquid Seaweed, and other liquid
fertilizers can be used both aloneand in
combination.

Spray: Be sure to keep up with your spray
program for fungal disease. Doing it on aregular
basis and starting early isthe best way to combat
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fungal disease asit's better to try and prevent it
than starting to spray after the disease has made
significant progress. | recommend a combination
of asysemic such asTriflorene (Ortho fungal
product), Bayer’s Fungal product and Banner
Maxx are good. In addition Banner Maxx only
needsto be applied every two weeks. With the
sysemic fungicide | also use a contact product
such asMancozeb or Manzate. Daconil can aso
be used, but be sure it will not be hot soon after
spraying. Morning isthe best time to apply
fungicides asit isgenerally not windy, it’s cooler
and there isplenty of drying time. Lastly, be sure
the rose has an adequate supply of moisture
before spraying.

Once the blooms start, thrips can a'so bea
problem on lighter colored roses. Y ou can control
thrips with Orthene, Insecticidal soap or Neem
Qil. Ortheneis probably most effective. Watch for
mites also and apply your favorite miticide. Y ou
will need to do repeated applications to combat
these pests so check every few days. Budworms
can a0 eat holesin maturing buds. Bacillus
thuringiensis (BT) ismost effective and only
attacks caterpillars and worms.

As always be sure and follow the manufacturer’s
directions and wear the proper clothing. Using a
respirator is highly recommended.

Water: With the recent cold weather we need to
provide adequate moisture to maintain healthy
plants- aninch of rain per week isrecommended.
This corresponds to about 2-3 gallons for small
roses and 4-5 gallonsfor larger roses such as hybrid
teas. When watering, always water well as alittle
sprinkling of water does more harm than good. A
good layer of mulchwill also help retainthe
moisture level inthe soil. 1t isOK to water the entire
shrub including the leaves, but be sure thereis
adequate timefor the leaves to dry.

Mulch: Don’t forget to maintain at |east 2-3 inches
of organic mulch. Mulchis nature’ sway to maintain
good healthy soil. Organic mulches also help to
provide needed humas and nutrients. Mulching your
rosesisthe best defense against weeds and drought.
A good layer of mulchis probably the single most
effective thing we can do for our plants.

Rose of the Month
By Diane Snyder, CR

Rose de Rescht P, deep pink, very double, about
1880. 8.8

Thisisthe entry from the 2008 American
Rose Society Handbook for Selecting Roses. |
have referenced my other books and find that at
various times thisrose has been classed asa
Portland, Damask Perpetual Rose, Damask,
Hybrid Perpetual, or none of the above.

The color isdescribed as deep pink, fuchsia
red, shocking pink, cerise or magenta with purple
overtones. It'sintroduction date isalso clouded in
mystery as the American Rose Society 2006
Official Lig of
Approved
Exhibition Names
for Exhibitors and
Judges lists 1950
and the handbook
cites 1880. The
Ultimate Rose
Book mentionsits
reintroduction to

Rose de Rescht, photo by Bobbie Reed

modern gardens by Nancy Lindsey, which is
probably where the date of 1950 originates asit is
obviously an old garden rose. The only point all
sources agree on isit’swonderful scent.

In my garden the bush isabout 4 feet tall and
quitetidy. It occasionally puts out arunner and |
have tried, somewhat unsuccessfully, to separate
these and create a new bush. The leaves are very
green and the bush isvery compact. It gets some
black spot but doesn’t seemto mind. The flowers
repeat very well with some clugers and lots of
single blooms.

My bushisaso inapartially shady location
and still does well.

| would recommend thisrose to everyone, not
just those of us who love old garden roses.
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Wiy Are Roses Disqualified?
The Wbrst Thing That WI I
Happen At A Rose Show

By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

| don't claim to be the world's best exhibitor, and |
know I'll never win a Queen of Show, sincel don't
grow theright kinds of rosesfor that. But | enjoy
sharing roses with the public through rose shows, if
only so | can be sure that those roses are present so |
can talk to the public about them. And I'd liketo be
sure that others enjoy exhibiting (sharing), too, even,
and especially, casua rose exhibitors. Sincethere are
shows coming up this month (Atlanta, May 10;
Fayetteville, May 17), here are sometipsto hdp you
through the mysteries of rose exhibiting.

Let'stalk about "theworst thing that can happen
toyou at arose show'. For years I'vesaid the worst
that can happenis "nathing" —you don't get a ribbon,
but you don't get a dunce cap, either. Infact, thereis
one othe thing that may happen—you may find that
the judges have "disqualified” your rose entry. It's
frustrating to find that notation —I ought to know, it
happens to me, too. Why do judges do that? And
more importantly, how can we avoid having it happen
to our roses?

A few roses at every show wind up with"DQ"
written onthetag. Thisisn't something that happens
only to beginners, or to ugly roses—it happens to
everyone, to good roses and to bad.

Why do judges do that? The judges at our shows
are working from the American Rose Society's
Guidelinesfor Judging Roses It lists nine situations
inwhich roses must be disqualified. Sincethe
terminology can be technical, let's discuss the terms.
They are:

Misnamed: Y ou've put the name of therose on the
entry tag, but thejudge saysthe nameisincorrect. It
may be that the nursery that sold you the rose had the
wrong name on thetag (your Mr. Lincoln is actually
Olympiad), or that you got your roses and their
names mixed up when you entered them (believe me,
this happens to experienced exhibitors, too). It may
be that the rose has been officially identified as
having a different name —all the Irene Watts turned
into Pink Griss an Aachen afew years ago. And
sometimes, when | havea rosethat | know | don't
know the name of, I'll try out names on the judges
until 1 find theright one until then, the rose gets

disqualified.

Misclassed: You may havealovely rose, but if

youveenteredit in a class limited to hybrid teas
whenit's actually a shrub, it will be disgualified. Ina
show werely on the official classifications set by the
ARS (which are listed in the Handbook for
Selecting Roses, the Official List of Approved
Exhibition Names, and M odern Roses X11), rather
than what the rose looks like, or what catalogs or
othe publications may list. Wealso rely on ARS
publications for dates of introduction, which affect
the classes some roses (like OGRs) are shown in.
That nursery that sold misnamed roses may have
sold others that it said belonged in the wrong class,
too— onenursery | know of calls Scentimental a
Hybrid Tea, and every nursery seemsto have
opinions about OGRs that run contrary to the ARS
classifications. Recently, some roses have been
reclassified — Sombreuil comesto mind; it was
recently recognized that thisroseisn't the OGR Tea,
but isinstead a modern LCL, so now it has to be
shown with climbers. The Classification staff will
try to hdp, but errors till slip by. Your key to
prevention is to know your roses, and to know what
the show schedulerequires in every class you enter.
I'velearned also to bring a list to every show with all
my roses and their ARS classifications, to hdp me
when my mind goes blank(er).

Misplaced: In shows wherethe exhibitor places

his/her own entry, and accidentally putsit inthe
wrong section, the rose must be disqualified. If the
rose show staff misplaced the entry, it won't be
disqualified.

Unlabeled or Mislabeled: This happens when you

forge to complete the entry tag, leaving out key
information like the name of the rose, the section and
classin which you are entering it, or your own name
and address. It also appliesif your name appears
anywhere on the tag where the judges can seeit

during judging — they don't want to be swayed by
knowing whoseroseit is.

Stem-on-stem: If your rose has both the main stem

leading to the bloom and some of the previous stem
from which it sprouted, that's stem-on-stem. And

any roseexcept an Old Garden Rose or a shrub rose
that has stem-on-stem, even if it's below the lip of the
vase, will bedisqualified. It's better to havearose
with a short stem than a rose that's disqualified.

Foreign Substance If anything has been applied to



