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From the President
Dear Fellow Rosarians:

The springtime weather is finally here. I hope
everyone’s roses have started to recover from the
unseasonable weather that came in early April. It
will be nice to see rose colors in the garden again.
Many of us didn't even have roses to enter in the
spring rose shows. However, we can look
forward to bringing our roses to the local fall
shows. This year’s NGRS/GGRS Fall Show is at
the State Botanical Gardens in Athens on
Saturday, October 13, and the Deep South District
Convention and Rose Show is in Atlanta October
19-21. Please consider attending the convention
and entering roses in the shows. See the
newsletter calendar for other fall shows.

The ARS Mini National Convention and Rose
Show in Charlotte, NC, on May 4-6 was very
nice. There were many beautiful roses to see and
a good number of arrangements were entered.
There is an article about the convention in this
newsletter.

At the May meeting the embroidered shirt for
GGRS was discussed. The majority of the
members agreed on the preferred style of shirt,
color, and logo design. At the June meeting
vendor pricing will be reviewed and voted on.
Please come to the meeting to cast your vote.

Congratulations to all our members who were
able to exhibit at the spring shows. A big thanks
to all our members who participated at Pike’s
Rose Day on May 26th. Mark your calendar for
the annual GGRS picnic - Saturday, July 14th at
Kim Borland’s home.

A reminder – The American Rose Society
(ARS) membership dues are scheduled to change
on July 1. If you are a member, don’t forget to
renew your membership by that date. If you are
not a member and would like to join and enjoy the
many membership benefits, go to the ARS web
site, http://www.ars.org, or call 318-938-5402, for

more information. Please remember to bring a
friend to our June meeting, featuring nationally
noted/known/renowned rose hybridizer Michael
Williams. Let’s have a good turnout for our
special guest.

The Japanese beetles will be here before long.
Don’t let them get the better of you. Have a
wonderful summer.

Linda Bohne, CR

June Meeting Update
Tuesday, June 5th, 7:00pm

Gwinnett Justice & Administration Center
Conference Room C

Hybridizing Roses
Michael Williams, noted national mini rose

hybridizer, will talk with us about "Hybridizing
Roses". He has hybridized and introduced more
than 30 roses, including "Andie MacDowell”,
“Autumn Splendor”, “Carolina Lady”,
“Chattooga”, “Palmetto Sunrise”, and “Pierrine”.
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The Award of Excellence is sponsored by the
American Rose Society and is an impartial, two-
year rating program exclusively for miniature
roses. During the recent ARS All-Mini National
Convention in Charlotte, NC, Mr. Williams
received another ARS Award of Excellence for
one of his 2008 rose introductions. This
introduction is not yet named. Perhaps we will
learn its name during his presentation. Perhaps he
will bring some roses with him.

Don Schwarz, CR

Dates to Remember
June 5—GGRS monthly meeting “Hybridizing

Roses” by Michael Williams
June 28-July 2—ARS Spring Nat’l Convention &

Rose Show, St. Paul, MN
July 14–GGRS Annual Summer Picnic at Kim

and Louie Borland’s
Sep 13-17—ARS Fall Nat’l Convention & Rose

Show, St. Louis, MO
Oct 6-7—Augusta Rose Society Rose Show
Oct 13-14—NGRS & GGRS Rose Show, State

Botanical Gardens, Athens, GA
Oct 19-21—DSD Convention & Rose Show,

Atlanta

June Hospitality

Rani von Wurttemberg will provide this
month’s refreshments. Remember, you need only
bring the food. Diane Snyder will provide drinks,
ice, plates, cups, forks, spoons, etc.

If you signed up for refreshments this year,
look for your name here each month as a
reminder.

June In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

Summer is upon us with its warm days and
nights. Unfortunately, so is the drought. Mulch
and water are the two most important things we
can do for our roses. Of course, continue with
your spray program if you have roses subject to
fungal disease. I hope your roses look better than
mine. The only rose to bloom “normally” this year
has been my Swamp Rose, which burst into
bloom a few of weeks ago. Nearly Wild is just
now starting it's first blossom explosion. Having
roses sheltered by trees from the freezing weather
was a lucky break for Bobbie, Don and us, as they
were able to share their wonderful fragrant roses,
including many OGR's, with us at last month’s
meeting.

Plant: It is really too late to plant a rose in
June, but if you purchase one, make sure the soil
is properly amended especially with organic
matter and keep the rose well watered. If it is a
container grown rose, you may want to consider
keeping it in a pot. I would recommend moving it
to a larger pot to give it some room to grow. Then
place the rose in its intended location. If the rose
is happy there, you will find out prior to planting
it.

Prune: Major pruning should also not be
done during the summer months, however,
continue to deadhead your roses. Removing dead
and diseased canes is always appropriate. It is best
to remove diseased canes as soon as possible to
help prevent the disease from spreading. Also
remove weak, broken, spindly and crossing canes
to keep your rose at its best. Note that some roses
such as Knock Outs and other Earth Kind Roses
do not need to be deadheaded, but it is perfectly
ok to do so. Lastly, prune your one-time blooming
roses after they have put on their Spring show.

Fertilize: Continue to fertilize your roses with
liquid fertilizers about every two weeks. Note that
one-time (non remontant) bloomers do not need to
be fertilized nearly as much as hybrid teas since
they are not actively blooming during the
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summer. For repeat (remontant) blooming roses
apply your dry fertilizers on a regular program -
about every 6 to 8 weeks. Liquid fertilizers
provide a needed boost and help maintain the
blooms and foliage at their best. Alfalfa and
Manure Teas, Fish Emulsion, Liquid Seaweed,
and other liquid fertilizers can be used both alone
and in combination. Note most of your perennials
would also like a little liquid fertilizer.

Spray: With the warm weather returning we
need to keep up with our spray program for
fungus. I recommend a combination of a systemic
such as Triflorene (Ortho fungal product), Bayer’s
Fungal product and Banner Maxx. In addition,
Banner Maxx only needs to be applied every two
weeks. With the systemic fungicide I also use a
contact product such as Mancozeb or Manzate.
Daconil can also be used, but be sure it will not be
hot too soon that day. Morning is the best time to
apply the fungicide as it is generally not windy,
it’s cooler and there is plenty of drying time.

Thrips can also be a problem on lighter
colored roses. You can control thrips with
Orthene, Insecticidal soap or Neem Oil. Orthene
is probably most effective. Watch for mites also
and apply your favorite miticide, available
primarily online. You will need to do repeat
applications to combat these pests so check every
few days. Budworms can also eat holes in
maturing buds. Bacillus thuringiensis (BT) is most
effective and only attacks caterpillars and worms.
Editor’s Note: Please use insecticides and miticides
when you spot an active case on your roses NOT as a
preventative. Most insecticides will kill beneficial
insects as well.

As always be sure and follow the
manufacturer’s directions and wear the proper
clothing. Using a respirator is highly
recommended. Once inside, it is also best to
remove all outer clothing and shower or at least
wash up thoroughly.

Water: If you have applied sufficient organic
mulch (2-3 inches) and need to reduce your use of
water, you may. However, the roses will probably
not bloom as much. It is very important to water
deep when watering. Water only once per week

unless you have new roses, which will require
water 2-3 times per week. This way the water will
get deep into the soil. Note that a light rain may
not even get to the roots as the mulch may absorb
it. An inch of water corresponds to about 2-3
gallons for small roses and 4-5 gallons for larger
roses such as hybrid teas. A reminder that it is OK
to water the entire rose including the leaves, but
make sure there is adequate time for the leaves to
dry before night fall.

Mulch: With the drought conditions mulching
is almost a necessity. A 2-3 inch layer of organic
mulch will keep down weeds, retain moisture and
add humus to the soil.

R o s e o f t h e M o n t h
By Bill Stafford

Without hesitation, “Double Delight” is my
most favorite rose. As the name suggests,
“Double Delight” presents two features that
astonish my senses. The deep hypnotic fragrance
of spicy sweetness that can be smelled several
yards away is my favorite feature of this rose. In

fact on warm
calm days,
when I am
walking
around the
back yard I
can get a
whiff of
sweet smell
that draws
me to the

Double Delight photo by Star Roses

rose garden. There I follow the fragrance through
the garden, right to “Double Delight”. Once there
the real treat is to bury my nose in the petals to a
sweet explosion. When I open my eyes the
second feature that I love is the incredible mixture
of a beautiful red and cream, perhaps the colors of
strawberries and cream. The lavish blend of red


