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From the President
Dear Fellow Rosarians:

Hasn’t spring gone by fast? I hope everyone got
caught up with their gardening jobs and were able to
enjoy the first flush of blooms. It seems many
rosarians are finding more black spot and powdery
mildew than usual during this time of year. May
always seems to fly by with rose shows and garden
tours. With all this activity, it is very easy to take a
break on the rose care. But remember late May and
June usually bring the most unloved pest – the spider
mite. The Japanese beetles won’t be too far behind,
either. Hopefully with the drought continuing the
beetles will be fewer in numbers. So keep up your
spray routine the best you can.

Congratulations to all our members who exhibited
at the spring rose shows. GGRS winners included Bill
Belknap, Kim Borland, Susan Clingenpeel, Al
Coleman, Nancy Miller, Bobbie Reed and Don
Schwarz, Diane Snyder and Louise Stafford. Karen
Radde won the George Harbour, the “best in show” for
arrangements.

The May 3rd trip to Roses Unlimited in Laurens,
SC, organized by NGRS attracted nine people
including Karen Radde, Julie Morris, Bobbie Reed and
me from our society. Bill Patterson, one of the co-

Julie Morris, Linda Bohne, Pat Henry & Karen Radde
enjoy themselves in Pat’s garden, photo by Bobbie Reed

owners was cordial as always. It was fun looking at
all the roses in the greenhouses and display gardens,
with beautiful blooms and lots of color. After lunch

we toured the garden of Pat Henry, the other co-owner
of Roses Unlimited. Upon our arrival, she warmly
greeted us, guided us through her garden, and told us
how several of the roses grew for her. Her gardens
were beautiful. It was a very good trip. We got to see
pretty roses and we learned a little more about them
too.

Bobby Burns's grafting program at the May
meeting was absolutely fascinating. The actual
grafting was done outside in the parking lot, since
sharp grafting tools are not allowed by security at the
Gwinnett Justice and Administration Center.
Everybody got so engrossed in what Bobby was
saying while doing the demonstrations that no one
noticed or maybe did not mind how dark it was
getting. Headlights from Don Schwarz’s car provided
lighting for a short time so Bobby could finish some of
the grafting he had started. Every person wanted to
hear and learn more about grafting roses. There is a
possibility that Bobby can return to do another grafting
program in the fall when there could be more hands-on
learning. Stay tuned.

Just a reminder, Kim and Louie Borland will be
our hosts for the society’s picnic, which will be on
Saturday, July 12, starting at 4:00 pm. Please mark the
date on your calendar to attend. Those who came last
year had a wonderful time enjoying good food and
fellowship. See additional information and directions
inside the newsletter.

Have a wonderful summer!
Linda Bohne, CR
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Dates to Remember
May 30-June 1—ARS Mini Convention & Rose

Show, Oklahoma City, OK
June 3—GGRS Monthly Meeting: Integrated Pest

Management for Roses, Henry Everett
June 26-30—ARS Spring Nat’l Convention & Rose

Show, Denver, CO
July 12—GGRS Annual Picnic at Kim & Louie

Borland’s in Clermont, GA
August 5—GGRS monthly meeting
September 2—GGRS monthly meeting
October 4-5—GGRS/NGRS Rose Show, Buford, GA
October 10-12—DSD Convention & Rose Show,

Birmingham, AL
November 4—GGRS monthly meeting
December 14—Christmas/Holiday Party, TBA

GGRS June Meeting

Tuesday, June 3rd, 7:00pm
Collins Hill Public Library

What’s Bugging You?
Join us to hear our own Henry Everett discuss

"What's Bugging You?" Henry is a Consulting
Rosarian and has been an avid gardener for many,
many years. He has a beautiful garden of much,
much more than roses. Henry will tell us about
integrated pest management.

Our meeting site is moved from the Gwinnett
Justice and Administration Center to the Collins Hill
Public Library, located at 455 Camp Perrin Road,
Lawrenceville, 30043. The library can be accessed
from Lawrenceville-Suwannee Rd. Turn onto
Russell Road and go 1.3 miles. Turn left on Collins
Hill Rd and go 0.7 miles. Turn right on Camp
Perrin Rd. and go 0.5 miles to the library. For a
map, go to
http://www.gwinnettpl.org/Maps/Final%20Map/chl
_map.html Click on the red dot for personalized
directions.

Don Schwarz, CR

June Hospitality
Karen Radde will provide this month’s

refreshments. Remember, you need only bring
the food. Diane Snyder will provide drinks, ice,
plates, cups, forks, spoons, etc.

If you signed up for refreshments this year,
look for your name here each month as a
reminder.

June In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

Summer is upon us with its warm days and nights.
The weather certainly has been inconsistent –
never the same from one week to the next. While
talking to Nancy yesterday she had noted that it
has not been as warm as usual this year. Let's hear
it for the cooler weather (sorry I'm a Yankee).
Two of my roses ‘Peace’ and ‘Double Delight’,
especially ‘Peace’ have done very well this year.
Both have much larger foliage than in past years
and the blooms on ‘Peace’ have been probably
twice as big. We can do without tornadoes, but
I'm all for cooler, wetter weather. If you have
roses subject to fungal disease, you need to
continue spraying. I sprayed last year even
through the drought with no adverse effect, but
my soil is well mulched. Hope your garden is
doing well.
Plant: It is really too late to plant a rose in June,
but if you purchase one, you can still plant it.
Make sure the soil is properly amended especially
with organic matter; the rose must also have
sufficient water in order to survive over the
summer. Include lots (up to 50%) of organic
matter when planting. This will help a great deal
to hold the water and not affect the rose. If it is a
container grown rose, you may consider keeping
it in a pot. I would, however, recommend moving
it to a larger pot to give it some room to grow.
Then place the rose in its intended location; if it is
happy there, you will find out prior to planting it.
Given it is in a container you may also want to
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shelter it somewhat during the hot summer.
Prune: Major pruning should also not be done
during the summer months, however, continue to
deadhead your roses. Removing dead and
diseased canes is always appropriate. It is best to
remove diseased canes as soon as possible to help
prevent it from spreading. Also remove weak,
broken, spindly and crossing canes to keep your
roses at their best. Note that some roses such as
Knock Outs and other EarthKind Roses do not
need be deadheaded, but it is perfectly ok to do
so. Lastly, prune your one-time blooming roses
after they have put on their Spring show.
Fertilize: Given the potential for drought
conditions over the summer, be careful on the
amount of fertilizer you use. For now we can
continue to fertilize our roses with liquid
fertilizers about every two weeks; note that one-
time bloomers do not need to be fertilized nearly
as much as hybrid teas since they are not actively
blooming during the summer. For repeat
blooming roses apply your dry fertilizers on a
regular program - about every 6 to 8 weeks.
Liquid fertilizers provide a needed boost and help
maintain the blooms and foliage at their best.
Alfalfa and Manure Teas, Fish Emulsion, Liquid
Seaweed, and other liquid fertilizers can be used
both alone and in combination. Note most of your
perennials would also like a little liquid fertilizer.
If you do not get rain and do not wish or cannot
water, reduce the fertilization or stop it. I
recommend the later as there will still be nutrients
in the soil to feed the roses.
Spray: We need to keep up with our spray
program for fungus. I recommend a combination
of a systemic such as Triflorene (Ortho fungal
product), Bayer’s fungal product or Banner Maxx
and a contact spray such as Mancozeb or Manzate.
In addition, Banner Maxx only needs to be applied
every two weeks. Daconil can also be used as a
contact spray, but be sure it will not be hot too
soon that day. Morning is the best time to apply
the fungicide as it is generally not windy, it’s
cooler and there is plenty of drying time.
Thrips can also be a problem on lighter colored

roses. You can control thrips with Orthene,
Insecticidal soap or Neem Oil. Orthene is
probably the most effective, but Insecticidal soap
and Neem Oil work well enough for me. Watch
for mites also and apply your favorite miticide,
available primarily online. You will need to do
repeat applications to combat these pests so check
every few days. Budworms can also eat holes in
maturing buds. Bacillus thuringiensis (BT) is most
effective and only attacks caterpillars and worms.

As always be sure and follow the manufacturer’s
directions and wear the proper clothing. Using a
respirator is highly recommended. Once inside, it
is also best to remove all outer clothing and take a
shower or at least wash thoroughly after spraying.
Water: The best defense against a lack of water is
good organic soil and mulch. Over time an
organic mulch will also provide the needed humus
to maintain a healthy soil. Needless to say we
need to follow our water restrictions. With
reduced watering and fertilization the roses will
probably not bloom as much, but they will stay
surprisingly healthy. Potted roses are probably the
hardest to maintain since they do not have nearly
the volume of soil. When watering, it is very
important to water deeply. Water only once per
week unless you have new roses, which require
water 2-3 times per week. This way the water will
get deep into the soil. Note that a light rain may
not even get to the roots, as the mulch may absorb
it. An inch of water corresponds to about 2-3
gallons for small roses and 4-5 gallons for larger
roses such as hybrid teas. Lastly, consider
purchasing a rain water gauge. Rainfall can be
highly variable and this will help determine how
much water your roses require.
Mulch: With the drought conditions, mulching is
almost a necessity. A 2-3 inch layer of organic
mulch will keep down weeds, retain moisture and
most importantly it will add humus to the soil.

Happy gardening.


