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From the President

Dear Fellow Rosarians

Summer has arrived. Itisniceto seerosesin
bloom inthe garden again. | hope your rose blooms
have been abundant in spite of the set back of the
early April freezing temperatures. Some of my roses
are continuing to have problems, which I hopewill
pass intime The shortage of rainfall is not helping
either. Let's hopethere will be some rainy days soon
so that the watering restrictions do not get more
stringent. A few Japanese beetles have cometo dine
on my roses. Maybethey are not very visible this
year due to the drought.

Rani von Wurttenberg and Nancy Miller
presented their vendor information for the society's
embroidered shirts. Nancy brought a wide range of
colored shirts, sizes, and fabric blends from her
vendor. See additiond information on each vendor
printed in this newsletter. At the August meeting
we will vote on which vendor to use, and select a
society logo, style of shirt, and color.

We had a good turnout at the June meeting to
hear special guest speaker, hybridizer Michael
Williams, with visual aids from his wife, Betty.
Michael brought several plants of his latest rose,
‘Edisto’, which will be available in 2008. Since
there were not enough plants for everyone who
wanted to buy one, purchasers were selected by
raffle ticket. A rose was given to each member
whose ticket number was called. Several members
went home very happy.

Itistimefor GGRS's annual picnic. Kim
Borland and her husband, Louie, have graciously
offered to host the picnic on Saturday, July 14th,
starting at 4 pm. | hope many of our members will
be ableto come for fellowship, good food and to see
Kim'srose gardens. Several of her roses have won
awards at rose shows. Don't forget to RSVP and let
Kim know what dish you will be bringing.

| wish everyone a safe and wonderful summer.

Linda Bohne, CR

Annual July Picnic

The Borland’s, Barons of Barbecue,
invite you to a backyard feast!

Dateand Time: Saturday, July 14™ 4pm

Place: Kim & LouieBorland'shouse

Directions: Travel North, on85 to 985 towards

Greenville/Gainesville.

At Exit 24, turn L eft.

At 2nd traffic light, turn Right onto Limestone

Parkway.

At 2nd trafficlight, turn Right onto Hwy 284.

Continue traveling North on Hwy 284,

approximately 11 miles crossing over Hwy 129

into Clermont.

Turn L eft onto Hwy 283 (you will see the Clermont

City Hall/Park on the Right & The Historic

Clermont Hotel on the Left).

Proceed 2.2 miles.

Mountain Meadow DriveisontheRight.

Look for the housein the cul-de-sac with Red &
Balloonsto help mark theway, #6705.

R.S.V.P. by July 7th

phone 770-983-1806, |leave a message

or email kim.borland@yahoo.com.
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GGRS July Meeting

Thereis no meeting this month, asit istime for the
GGRS summer picnic! Kimand Louie Borland have
kindly volunteered to havethe picnic at their house
And, they promise BBQ!!! They havealargefront
and back yard that are very kid-friendly. What an

opportunity to relax, havefun, and enjoy food and rose
friends.

Please bring a dish to share with others. If you did
not sign up for a dish at thelast meeting, give Kima
cal at 770-983-1806 or e-mail her at
kim.borland@yahoo.comto R.S.V.P and coordinate
what you are bringing.

Don Schwarz, CR

Datesto Remember

July 14-GGRS Annual Summer Picnic at Kim
and LouieBorland’s

August 7—Drying Roses by Henry Everett and
Diane Snyder

August 10-12—DSD Blackspot and Beetle
Festival

Sep 13-17—ARS Fall Nat’'| Convertion & Rose

Show, St. Louis, MO

Oct 6-7—Augusta Rose Society Rose Show

Oct 13-14—NGRS & GGRS Rose Show, State
Botanical Gardens, Athens GA

Oct 13—Georgia National Fair Rose Show, Perry
GA

Oct 19-21—DSD Convention & Rose Show,
Atlanta, GA

July Inthe Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

Although we have had alittle rain here and there,
unfortunately our drought continues Watering on
our designated days and times will probably be
required for awhile. Also, don’t forget to

maintain your spray program for disease
susceptibleroses. Ideally you should water your
roses prior to spraying. New roses need water
more often as they do not have an established root
sysem. Don't forget to cut afew roses to enjoy.
Plant: Wait until late fall or early winter to plant
roses. For container purchased roses leave the
roses inthe pot or transplant to alarger pot. Put
the rose in an area with some shade to help protect
it, asroses in pots tend to dry out sooner. If you
have any, roses in pots also appreciate mulch.
Prune Keep deadheading and removing dead and
diseased canes. When deadheading it is not
necessary to cut back to afive leaflet, but do make
sure you leave a cane of appropriate size to
support more growth. Remove diseased canes as
soon as possible to help prevent the disease from
spreading. Also remove weak, broken, spindly
and crossing canesto keep your roses at their best.
Note: someroses, such as‘Knock Outs' and other
EarthKind Roses, do not need to be deadheaded,
but you can, if you want a neater appearance and
to stimulate new growth sooner.

Fertilize Continueto fertilize your roses with
liquid fertilizers about every two weeks, but don't
forget that one-time bloomers do not need to be
fertilized during the summer since they are not
actively blooming. Some roses do not like our hot
weather and those roses do not need as much
fertilization. Apply your dry fertilizerson a
regular program - typically every 6 to 8 weeks.
With the continued drought, you may wish to
reduce fertilization; thisis especidly true if you
do not water much. Liquid fertilizersprovide a
needed boost and help maintain the blooms and
foliage at their best. Alfalfaand Manure Teas,

Fish Emulsion, Liquid Seaweed, and other liquid
fertilizers can be used both aloneand in
combination. | only apply liquid fertilizersto
roses and flowers that are watered regularly. It is
not good to fertilize plants if they do not have
sufficient watering.

Spray: With the hot summer weather we need to
keep up with our spray program for fungus. |
recommend a combination of a sysemic such as
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Triflorene (Ortho fungal product), Bayer’s Fungal
product or Banner Maxx and a contact fungicide
such asMancozeb or Manzate. Note that Banner
Maxx only needsto be applied every two weeks.
In place of Mancozeb or Manzate, Daconil can
also be used, but be sure it will not be hot soon
after application. Morning isthe best time to
apply fungicide asit isgenerally not windy, it's
cooler and there isplenty of drying time.

Watch for mites. If you have only afew, you can
use Insecticidal Soap or a strong spray of water.
But if it isworse, consider a good miticide such as
Avid or Floramite. You will need to do repeated
applicationsto combat mites so check every few
days. Budworms can also eat holesin maturing
buds. Bacillus thuringiensis (BT) is most effective
and only attacks caterpillars and worms.

For Japanese Beetles, Sevin isvery effective. If
you do not have many, consider putting water and
adrop or two of soap inacan. Just flick or shake
them into the can. Do thisin the morning before
the beetlesare active. | do not like to spray and so
usually use this method, but | do not have many
roses.

As aways be sure and follow the manufacturer’s
directions and wear the proper clothing. Using a
respirator is highly recommended and wash well
afterwards.

Water: With the lack of rain we need to be sure
our roses get sufficient water - about an inch of
rain per week. Thiscorresponds to about 2-3
galons for smdl roses and 4-5 gallons for larger
roses such as hybrid teas. When watering, always
water well as alittle sprinkling of water does
more harm than good. A good layer of mulch will
also help retain the moisture level inthe sail. It is
OK to occasionally water the entire shrub
including the leaves, but be sure there is adequate
time for the leaves to dry. Don't forget to water
your newly planted roses more often as they have
not established aroot sysem.

Mulch: It isvery important to have a good layer
of organic mulch inthe summer to keep the weeds
down, to retain the moisture and to help replenish
the humus lost to the heat.

Observe Since much of Atlanta weather ishot,
please look at your roses a little more often now
to check their overall health. Now isalso the time
to assess what roses are doing well and those that
are doing poorly. Consider removing your poor
performersin the fall and replacing them with a
better performing rose.

Rose of the Month

By Susan Clingenpeel, Master Rosarian

| thought since we just had the wonderful
program by Michael Williams, | would write
about one of my favorite Michael Williams roses,
*Autumn Splendor’. ThisMini-Florawas
introduced in 1999 ‘
and was the first
Mini-Florato
receive the Award
of Excellence
designation from
the ARS garden
trials. Classed asa
yellow blend, this
rose produces intense yellow blooms with vibrant
orange petal edges. The formisof exhibition
quality and progresses to truly lovely fully open
blooms, which lag for along time on the plants.
The bushishighly disease resigant inmy yard. It
grows very well obtaining a height of 4-5 feet in
our area. It isaplant that always draws praise
from visitors to my garden. It isagreat plant for
new growers as well as experienced ones. Please
also remember to vote for Michael’ s miniature
‘Pierrine’ for induction into the mini rose hall of
fame. Ballots are available online at
www.ARS.org or inthe American Rose
magazine.

Henry Everett will bring August’s Rose of the
Month article to you. Asareminder, the months of
November and December are still open for anyone
who wishes to volunteer.
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DSD DIGITAL
PHOTOGRAPHY
CONTEST

Hello photographers,

This is a reminder to enter pictures
for the DSD photo contest; the deadline is
July 31°. When you enter expect a reply
from me confirming | received your
photos. | will be out of town from June
22"9 to July 13" so responses might be
slow at that time. | will be checking my e-
mail and keeping up with answering your
mail as quickly as I can.

Now is the time to be taking
pictures!!

I'm looking forward to seeing your
entries.

Diane Snyder, CS

THE ROSE PEST CHAMPIONSHIPS:
THE GREEN MENACE VS. THE RED
PERIL

By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

The cycle of insect visitations in the rose garden
ispredictable. Early inthe spring we fight swarms of
aphids, clustered on tender new shoots. When thefirst
blooms arrive, we combat thrips lurking in the blooms.
Then June comes, and with it the Japanese beetles,
followed by spider mites. What's a gardener to do?

I have no problem ignoring aphids—they don't
eat all that much, and can be hosad off or squished if
their numbers become unpleasant. It hardly seems
worth the effort to drag out insecticides.

Thrips are moreirritating, but again, | manage to
ignore them unless I'm cutting roses, rather than
admiring rosesin the garden from afar (you know,
looking out the window whileenjoying air

conditioning and iced tea). That usually means | only
spray for them once in the spring, just before the rose
show. For areal problem, of course, weresort to the
approved practice— misting just the buds with
Orthene, Merit, or Conserve

Then the Japanese beetles arrive, and all betsare
off. Gardeners are appalled at the damage they cause,
and want to kill them all. We can spray insecticides,
and they will kill the begtlesthat the spray touches.
However, there are more hordes of beetles where the
last batch came from, scouting neighborhoods for
blocks around, looking for succulent bushes where
they'll run amok — and there's nothing quite so
succulent as your bed of fabulousroses. So spray
today, and tomorrow, and the day after, for six weeks?
Not I!

Most localized approaches to controlling
Japanese bedtles (beetle traps, systemic insecticides,
grub killers, milky spore) are too localized to control
beasties that travel a mile or more to find your roses.
My best solution is to ignore them, but | know that
doesn’t work for maost folks. Next up is squishing, but
don't drop the carcass on the ground, the eggs will still
hatch! Y ou can also try drowning them in soapy
water, but these two approaches are mostly a means of
venting your frustration. No, the only approach that
seemsto hdp isto cut all blooms as soon as the sepals
(green covering around a rose bud) reflex, bring them
into the house, and enjoy the opening blooms there,
whilethe beetles are unableto find your rose bushes
without the beacons of color and fragrance that the
blooms would have provided.

Sometimein late May or June, the spider mites
appear. They thrivein hot, dry weather, and that is
just what we have by then. But we also bring them on
with the insecticides weve been using up until then,
killing off beneficial insects while combating the
lesser pests. Yes, lesser (however aggravating) aphids,
thrips, and Japanese beetles are not going to kill arose
bush, whilethe spider miteswill. | canignoretherest,
but | have to do something about spider mites.

By June 1 thisyear, spider mites were
overrunning our garden — bronzy ydlow, anemic
foliage was showing up on select bushes around the
yard, especially on minis, and even some finewebs
have appeared. Which meansit'stimeto get serious
about controlling them. Onething weveaways
recommended is a hard spray of water to the
undersides of thefoliage, but frankly, folks, | can't do



