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From the President

Dear Fellow Rosarians

It'smy favorite timein the garden. The
cooler day and night temperaturesthat fall brings
make the color intense and the blooms large. If
you want to share the lovely roses, which are
blooming in your yard, there’ s no better
opportunity than at our rose show Saturday,
October 7th at Bogan Park in Buford. This event
isgreat for = the public

to see all o : the
varieties e available

and for us - to recruit
new B e | members
interested 4 LR in roses.

We will » 3 have
classesfor -" novice
exhibitors . 5 whohave
never won & e ablue
ribbon in both the horticultural and arrangement
sections, and plenty of people to help with
guestions. Following the judging of the show, we
will have a picnic along with the members of the
Greater Atlanta Rose Society catered by Sonny’s
Barbeque.

We need lots of volunteersto help at the

show. Setup will start at 2 p.m. Friday at the park.

Please comeif you are available. We are also still
in need of clerksfor the show. Thisjob involves
following a pair of judges and placing ribbons on
the entries. It provides a great opportunity to
learn how roses are judged. We will be
conducting an educational question and answer
session at 2 p.m. on Sunday afternoon. Tear
down will be at 4 p.m. Sunday. Therewill be last
minute details involving the show at our meeting
on October 3%. We will have asign-up sheet for
exhibitors and discuss entering your roses.
Schedules will be available at the meeting as well
ason our Website. Experienced exhibitors and

arrangerswill be avalable to answer questions.
Please bring your roses to enter. There are several
shows the same weekend and we will not have
many of the exhibitors who bring their usua large
number of roses. Roses make the show and we
need lots of blooms, so bring your blooms!

Our dlate of officersfor 2007 will be
presented at the October meeting. Nominations
will be taken from the floor and voted on at the
November meeting. Installation will take place at
the Christmas party. A big thanks to Diane
Snyder, Don Schwarz and Kim Borland who
served on the nominating committee.

Thefall Deep South District Rose show will
be held November 3-5" in Jacksonville, FL.

Information is available at
deepsouthdistrict.org.

Susan Clingenpeel, CR

October Meeting Update

Tuesday, October 3rd
7:00 pm, Gwinnett Justice & Administration
Center, Conference Room C

Chelsea Flower Show in London

Our program for October will be by Karen
Radde. AsaMother’s Day present, Karen’s
husband, David, gave her atrip to attend the
ChelseaFlower Show in the United Kingdom
(UK). Shewill be sharing thisoncein alifetime
experience with us and showing the pictures she
took while attending the show.

Karen lovesto travel. Sheisapharmacist by
profession, a Consulting Rosarian and is currently
the president of the Northeast Georgia Rose
Society in Watkinsonville, GA. Hope you will
be able to attend the meeting to take a trip through
her presentation.
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In Karen'’s words....

| have started gardens in 4 different states, not
counting Georgia, on 3 different occasions, in 4
different houses. | am always up for a challenge! |
have always loved flowers, especially roses and irises,
since | watched two very talented Grandmothers tend
their exquisite "cottage" gardens from a very early age.
In my opinion, there are never too many gardens or
flower stalls, or back yard "patches" or plant varieties
to see. We have been fortunate enough to visit many
special gardens all over this country and in Europe. It
has always been a dream of mine to attend the
Chelsea Flower show. This year, after some pretty
strong hints, my husband purchased a ticket to this
year's Chelsea for a special Mother's Day gift. It was
an experience of a lifetime. | literally walked in as the
gates opened and had to be shooed out with the
others after a marvelous 12 hours. | only wish that |
could have absorbed more information and taken more
pictures! No matter how grand or simple, how
carefully planned or "thrown together”, in my book-
there is nothing like a collection of plants showing their
beauty to feed my soul.

Dates to Remember

September 30—A rrangements Workshop—9:30
am—12:30 pm at Gwinnett Justice and
Administration Center

October 3— GGRS monthly meeting —
“Chelsea Flower Show in London” by
Karen Radde

October 7-8—GGRS/NGRS Rose Show, ‘A
Rose Carnival’, Bogan Park, Buford

October 21—Planting of Native Plant Garden—
9:00 am-12:00 pm at Bogan Park

November 7 — GGRS monthly meeting — Luxury
Landscapes, NOTE: Meeting will be
held at the Five Forks Trickum Library

December 3 — GGRS Christmas Party — 4:00 pm
at Diane Snyder’ shome

October Hospitality

Kim Borland will provide this month’s
refreshments Remember, you need only bring
the food. Diane Snyder will provide drinks, ice,
plates, cups, forks, spoons, €c.

If you signed up for refreshments this year,
look for your name here each month as a
reminder.

October In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

Finally, our hot days and nights are behind us.
Cooler weather will also help produce great
blooms on many of our roses. We still need to
keep up with watering and spraying for fungal
diseases. It's now time to start assessing our
garden and looking at what we would like to add
or change. It'salso timeto pick all the beautiful
blooms for our Rose Show.

Prune: We need to stop pruning early in
October. Pruning encourages the rose to put on
new growth and with winter approaching, most
new growth will be killed by the freezing weather.
Itis OK to prune diseased and dead canes.

Fertilize: Y ou can continue to fertilize your
roses with liquid fertilizers about every two
weeks. Liquid fertilizers provide a needed boost
and help maintain the blooms and foliage at their
best. Do not apply dry fertilizers, as we need to
stop encouraging growth over the long term.
Limit the last liquid fertilizers to the second or
third week in October and then no more.

Spray: Continue to maintain your spray
program for fungal disease. Blackspot is still
present and powdery mildew can occur with
cooler weather. Also, watch our for thrips
especially in your yellow or paler roses. Thrips
can be treated with Insecticidal soap, Cygon or
Orthene, every two to three days until they are
under control.

As aways be sureto follow the
manufacturer’ s directions and wear the proper
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clothing. Using arespirator is highly
recommended. Change and wash thoroughly after
Spraying.

Water: Our roses are still growing and till
need adequate moisture. If you do not receive
sufficient rain and your roses are actively
growing, you need to provide needed moisture,
about 2-3 gallons for small roses and 4-5 gallons
for larger roses such as hybrid teas. When
watering, awayswater well and avoid just
sprinkling.

Observe: Don't forget to bring afew of the
blooms to the Rose Show. It'sagreat time of year
as our roses put on the last show before winter.

L ook over your garden and see what you like and
don't like and what needs changing. Go to the
Show to get some ideas for new roses next year.
And Enjoy.

Let's Get Started

Exhibiting Roses!
By Bobbie Reed

There's arose show coming up, and maybe
you've never exhibited before. What should you
expect, and what should you do? Rose shows are a
chance to share our roses with the public, but it's
also a competition, and it's fun to win ribbons or
other awards, so let's make our roses look their best
for the judges. There are many waysto do this, but
here are afew suggestions.

Before the Show

First, take care of your roses before the show.
Make sure they are watered well —target every other
day for the week before the show. Thiswill make
the blooms, stem, and foliage "perkier" once they're
cut. Don't forget to spray for fungal diseases, but try
to avoid chemicals that leave aresidue, like
Manzate or Daconil, in the last week before the
show. If you have thrips problemsin your garden,
mix up asmall quantity of Orthene or Cygon every
day or two, and mist just the buds and flowers, from
the time each bud begins to show color. One last
dose of liquid fertilizer wouldn't hurt early in the

week. Nip out any side-buds on what should be a
single-bloom-per-stem rose, and any central buds on
what should be a spray (thisis called "disbudding")
during the month before the show. Some folks stake
the bush, or even splint their rose stems, to assure
straight stems.

Next, make sure you know the names of your
roses. Go through your notes or catalogs, and figure
out as many rose names as you can. It helpsto write
all thenameson asinglelist (I keep mine on my
computer, so it can be updated easily; afriend keeps
hers on a diagram of her garden). If you can,
double-check your names against the latest ARS
publication, like the Handbook for Selecting
Roses, and note how ARS classifies the roses
(hybrid tea, shrub, etc). Asyou do this, you may
notice that ARS uses different names or
classifications than the vendor you bought from did.
The ARS version iswhat you have to use for the
show.

Collect afew tools to take with you to the show.
GGRSwill provide vases, wedges, rubber bands and
entry tags, but you should have your own gear to
prepare the roses — pruners, scissors, polishing cloth
(old T-shirtswork well, or paper towels), tweezers,
Q-tips, maybe afine paint brush, an Exacto knife,
and pre-printed address labels. And don't forget
your show schedul el

Go over the show schedule — if you don't have
one, it's available on the GGRS web site
(http://bellsouthpwp.net/w/m/wmbl/GGRY/). Read
all therules, and then look at the classes available to
show your roses. 'Y ou may want to note by each
class which roses you have that fit into that class, to
jog your memory the morning of the show.

Experienced exhibitors often cut and refrigerate
roses before the show. Therest of us cut our roses
the evening before the show. Cut any rose that
looks promising — those that are newly opened are
best. If stamens are showing, they should be fresh,
not crispy black. Foliage should be healthy and
stems should be straight. Cut roses with long stems
—upto 2 longif you can. Be sureto keep all the
foliage intact. Immediately recut the bottom 2" of
the stem while holding it underwater, then plop it
into a container of water. Label each rose—try
storing them in 2-liter bottles with the narrowed top




