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From the President
Dear Fellow Rosarians:

The roses are glorious in the garden! The
cool nights help create amazing blooms and such
intense color. I have enjoyed the roses more than
ever this year. It has certainly been a busy fall
with our rose show and a long trip to Dallas for
the National Rose Show. I am ready for a break
to just stay home and enjoy the flowers. It is
important that we keep spraying until the first
heavy frost so the roses go into the winter healthy
with minimal disease. Once there have been
several frosts, I trim the taller reblooming roses

back by 1/3 so they will
not be damaged by
winter winds. In my
yard this generally
occurs around the 1st of
December. The garden
also receives a thorough
spraying with lime
sulfur spray. I clean my
sprayer and tools and

then gladly put the roses “to bed” and enjoy the
holiday season.

I would like to sincerely thank everyone for
all of their hard work on the rose show this
October. We had over 350 blooms (many more
than I expected). We had a good public turnout at
Bogan Park and have three new members! The
new photo contest added to our show and we had
around 30 entries, which is terrific for the first
year. I know the workload is great but the show
gives a unique opportunity to show the public our
national flower. I extend my deepest thanks to
everyone for the efforts to make this show
successful. The picnic sponsored by the Greater
Atlanta Rose society was a great addition. Henry
Everett and Jesse Usleton did a great job planning
this event. It was a treat for our members and
show participants to get to sit down with friends

after a hard morning of working at the show.
Remember our November meeting will be at

the Five Forks Trickum Library since the Justice
Center is in use on Election Day. We will have
our own election for officers for 2007. The slate
as presented by the nominating committee is
President: Linda Bohne, Vice-President: Don
Schwarz, Treasurer: Kim Boreland and Secretary:
Rani von Wurttemberg. We will accept any other
nominations of candidates from the floor then
have the official vote. Installation will take place
at our Christmas party on December 3rd.

The Christmas party will be held at 4:00 p.m.
Sunday December 3rd at Diane Snyder’s home.
Diane is a wonderful hostess and we always have
lots of wonderful rose fellowship. We will also
present the bronze medal for service at this
gathering.

Remember the Deep South Fall District
meeting and show will be held the weekend of
November 4-5th in Jacksonville, FL. Information
is available at deepsouthdistrict.org.

Susan Clingenpeel, CR

November Meeting Update

Tuesday, November 7th

7:00 pm, Five Forks Trickum Library

Benefits of Mulching Materials
For the November program, a representative

from Luxury Landscapes will talk about the many
benefits of using mulching materials in our
gardens and will answer questions you may have
about mulching. The company is a family owned
business that has been selling high quality
landscaping materials in bulk since 1995. Please
join us to hear about different mulch options for
your gardens as you prepare your roses for the
winter season.
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REMINDER – The November meeting will be held at
the Five Forks Trickum Library, 2780 Five Forks
Trickum Road, Lawrenceville due to the Gwinnett
Justice and Administration Center being used for
Election Day.

Dates to Remember
November 7 – GGRS monthly meeting –

“Benefits of Mulching Materials” by
Luxury Landscapes. NOTE: Meeting
will be held at the Five Forks Trickum
Library

December 3— GGRS Christmas Party – 4:00
pm at Diane Snyder’s home

November Hospitality
Karen Eddy will provide this month’s

refreshments. Remember, you need only bring
the food. Diane Snyder will provide drinks, ice,
plates, cups, forks, spoons, etc.

If you signed up for refreshments this year,
look for your name here each month as a
reminder.

Welcome New Members

A special welcome to our new members
Karen McIntire and Ram and Shashi Sidhaye.

We are very pleased to have all of you as a part of
our dynamic society. We look forward to seeing
you at the meetings and hope your association
with GGRS helps you grow in knowledge and
enjoyment of your roses. Please feel free to ask
us any questions you may have about growing
your roses.

A special note to new members: Please pick up a copy
of the Greater Gwinnett Rose Society – The Basics of Rose

Culture For Our New Members manual from Linda Bohne at
your next meeting as we will not be mailing them.
This manual is packed with information on growing roses
especially in the South with our clay soil and humid weather.

November In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

The cool weather of autumn and with it
preparations for winter. There is still time to enjoy
those last few blooms, review what happened in
your garden this year such as which roses did well
and which did not. Although winter is coming, we
still need to keep up with watering and spraying
for fungal diseases.

Plant: The later part of November to spring is
an excellent time to transplant and plant bare root
roses. Be sure they are dormant. For transplanting
make sure we have had several days of freezing
nights to be sure the rose is going dormant. For
most years the end of November and December is
usually okay. If the rose to be transplanted is
large, you should prune it since the root structure
of the transplanted rose will not support all the
canes and foliage it once did. I would, however,
leave 18 to 24 inches of growth. You can prune it
more at your annual pruning time in late February
or March.

Prune: We should have stopped pruning
towards the end of October; we should not even
deadhead our roses. You can, of course, remove
diseased canes. Also, evaluate your roses for
canes that could be damaged this coming winter.
You should wait until the cold has set in and the
roses are dormant or going dormant before
reducing them in height.

Fertilize: We should not fertilize our roses
until our annual pruning in February or March.
While we do not apply fertilizers, it is an excellent
time to apply lime. First determine the soil pH
using a pH meter or by taking a sample to the
Extension Service for evaluation. Now is an
excellent time to apply lime as it takes several
months for lime to migrate into the soil. If you
have clay soil, you may also wish to apply


