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From the President
Dear Fellow Rosarians:

My last President’s letter! I would like to
take this opportunity to thank all our members
who have helped during my term. I have been
blessed with a wonderful group of rosarians to
work with and serve. I especially would like to
thank the other officers and committee chairs.
Linda Bohne has done an outstanding job as vice
president planning our programs. I know she will
make a great president. I cannot thank Don
Schwarz enough for his work as treasurer. He has

helped increase our
funds with his
persuasive ways in
selling numerous raffle
tickets. Rani Von
Wurttemberg, our
newest officer, has
seemed like a seasoned
pro as secretary and
publicity coordinator.

Nancy Miller, secretary during my first term, has
bravely taken on the role as newsletter editor and
is doing a great job. I am very grateful Louise
Stafford pitched in my first term to serve as the
newsletter editor despite her very busy life. Diane
Snyder has continued in her role coordinating
food for our meeting and events-a most vital job
for keeping our members happy. Final thanks go
to the “man behind the scenes” Bill Belknap who
is continually there to coordinate rose and
chemical sales, serve as webmaster and newsletter
distributor and volunteer for jobs no one else
wants to take. Please continue your support as
our new officers learn the ropes in their new
positions.

I had the opportunity to attend a meeting with
fellow members Karen Radde and Julie Morris at
the State Botanical Gardens in Athens last week.
The rose garden there has been located in an area

away from most visitors and has had to
continually battle many visits from the deer.
Needless to say the roses are not in the best of
shape. All these problems are about to change as
the garden is undertaking a major change.
Extensive additions at the main area of the garden
are beginning. The area will feature a perennial
garden, daylily garden and a brand new rose
garden! We met with Jeff Lewis, director of the
facility, to see the new plans. The gardens are in
the bid process, which should hopefully be
completed by the end of the month. We were able
to view their plans for the rose garden layout. Mr.
Lewis seems to be very interested in input from
the local rose societies. There is so much
potential for a mutually beneficial relationship
between our groups. I will keep you posted on the
progress.

I also attended a planning meeting this past
weekend for the National Rose Show, which will
be held in the fall of 2010 in Atlanta. Our society
is a cosponsor of this event. The tentative date
will be the first weekend in October of 2010. We
are forming the initial committees for the
convention. We need lots of volunteers. If
anyone is interested in serving on a particular
committee, please let Bobbie Reed, convention
chair, or me know.

Now that we have had several freezes (editor’s
note: make sure your location has experienced a hard
freeze, not all of us have as of yet) and our roses are
dormant it is time to prune them by 1/3 (all
remontant bushes) and spray them with lime
sulfur spray to kill any black spot spores. Clean
up all diseased leaves from your bed and protect
any fragile cultivars with dirt or leaves around
their graft. The next step is to tell them goodnight
and go in for some cocoa and rest.

Finally please come to our Christmas party on
Sunday December 3rd at 4:00 p.m. (details inside
the newsletter). It is a wonderful time for
fellowship with our members. We will also be




